Topic: Plastics products and ecological environment protection in daily life


Problem Statement:

1. Plastic products have been widely used for many benefits, such as affordable, lightweight and resistance (Oxford, 2018). However, the pollutions caused by them are also negatively impacting our environment (Oxford, 2018). https://ourworldindata.org/plastic-pollution
2. Plastic wastes that flowed into oceans significantly impacted marine organisms. At least 267 species of marine organisms worldwide were affected (Charles, 2008), and most of the species of seabirds, sea turtles and other marine mammals have been reported to be involved in the case of entanglement or ingestion of plastic (Oxford, 2018). Synthetic polymers in the marine environment: A rapidly increasing, long-term threat，2008
3. The plastic is the key potential source of microproduct in the Ocean (Nano, 2016) which will also harming marine organisms through ingestion (Oxford, 2018) and will accumulate through the food chain (Nano, 2016). (Nano)plastics in the environment – Sources, fates and effects，2016
4. The surface water around Australia has been polluted by microplastic and the plastic hazards to Australian species and ecological communities are likely to be broader than those officially recognized (Julia, 2013) Marine Plastic Pollution in Waters around Australia: Characteristics, Concentrations, and Pathways，2013
5. The recycling rate of plastic in Australia was only 9.4% while the plastic waste accounted for 4% of total waste. (Frederik,2020) This means that the most of plastic wastes that hadn’t been exported for disposal were buried in landfills or have become plastic litter. 
6. Australia government has been aware of the severe challenge that plastics bring when they being littered (Frederik,2020). Plastics and the Environment—Current Status and Challenges in Germany and Australia，2020

Potential Objectives:
1. Increase the recycle rate of plastic in Brisbane, Australia
2. Reduce the amount of disposable plastic in daily life to reduce the output of plastic waste
3. Raise people's awareness of the hazard of plastic litter 
4. Increase the use rate of products that can partly replace plastic, such as environmentally friendly bags, paper straws and so on.
5. Eventually, promote the correct recycling or disposal of most of plastic waste in Brisbane.

Target Market:

18-24 years-old students?
or
25-45 years-old office workers?


Empathy map:

